The concept of GMOs (genetically modified organisms) is becoming increasingly better known and used in Polish society. show a greater resistance to diseases, unfavourable weather conditions, absorption of contaminants from water, soil and so on [Kuiper et al., 2001 ].
Abstract
The objective of the conducted analyses is the evaluation of the level of knowledge concerning the scope of problems related with genetically modified organism (GMO) amongst adolescents completing secondary schools and the determination of the relationship between the level of this knowledge and the selected demographic traits of the adolescents examined. The scope of problems undertaken was elaborated based on the survey conducted in a group of 500 adolescents from the Lublin Region completing secondary schools, including 250 adolescents attending General Secondary Schools and 250 adolescents attending Agricultural Secondary Technical Schools. The study was conducted by the method of a diagnostic survey, using a questionnaire. The study showed that the majority of adolescents completing secondary schools were not interested at all in the scope of problems concerning GMO. A large part of the respondents (more than 2/5) had a very low level of knowledge of this problem. The greatest differences in the level of knowledge about GMO were observed in subgroups divided according to the type of school attended by the adolescents (General or Agricultural Technical) . Respondents who attended General Secondary Schools showed a better knowledge of theoretical problems, whereas those who attended Secondary Agricultural Technical Schools were better familiarised with practical issues. Jaczewskiego 2 St., 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The study covered a group of 500 adolescents completing secondary schools in the Lublin Region, including 250 adolescents attending General Secondary Schools and 250 adolescents attending Agricultural Secondary Technical Schools.
Amongst the respondents, girls constituted a slightly larger group than boys (58.4% and 41.6%, respectively). The majority of the adolescents in the study were rural inhabitants (73.4%), while only 26.6% lived in urban areas. More than a half of the respondents (51.8%) came from agricultural families, whereas the remainder (48.2%) from non-agricultural families.
The study was conducted by the method of a diagnostic survey, using a questionnaire technique. The questionnaire contained items concerning particular components of attitude towards GMO (knowledge, emotional evaluating attitude, behaviours) and questions pertaining to the socio-demographic characteristics of the adolescents in the study.
The collected research material was subjected to statistical analysis. Research hypotheses were verified using the statistical χ 2 test.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Analysis of the research material showed that the greatest majority of adolescents completing secondary schools (70.9%)
were not interested in the scope of issues concerning genetic modification of organisms, while only less than one-third of them (29.0%) showed any interest in these problems. Boys showed an interest in this problem significantly more frequently than girls -32.2%and 26.8%, respectively (Table 1) .
It should be presumed that the low interest in the scope of problems pertaining to GMO exerted an effect on the low selfreported knowledge of this problem. More than three-fourth of the respondents (78.3%) declared that they had no knowledge about GMO or that their knowledge was rather low, whereas every fifth adolescent evaluated own level of knowledge as rather high, and only 1.6% of respondents as very high (Table 1) .
A high level of knowledge concerning GMO was declared by a similar percentage of boys and girls, whilst great differences were observed amongst boys and girls who evaluated their knowledge as low. Boys, almost twice as often as girls, admitted that they had no knowledge about GMO. Similarly, adolescents attending General Secondary Schools evaluated their scope of information concerning health effects of consumption of products prepared based on GMOs.
Results of the study did not confirm the presumptions that an interest in the problems of GMO and the level of knowledge of this problems is related with the adolescents' place of residence (rural, urban) The above-mentioned aspects of knowledge concerning GMO did not differ by respondents' gender, type of family they came from (agricultural, non-agricultural) and place of residence (rural, urban). However, certain aspects of knowledge concerning GMO were related with the type of school attended by the respondents (Table 3) Considering the answers to four detailed aspects of knowledge concerning GMO, an overall assessment of respondents' knowledge in this respect was performed. It was assumed that the provision of a correct answer to all four questions designates a high level of knowledge, whereas one correct answer or lack of correct answers is designated as a low level of knowledge. The remaining variants, that is, two to three correct answers, are a mediocre level of knowledge. Based on this evaluation scale, it was found that the highest percentage of adolescents in the study (43.8%) possessed a low level of knowledge concerning GMO (Table 4) . A slightly smaller percentage of respondents (37.9%) showed a mediocre level of knowledge, whilst less than one-fifth of them (18.4%) possessed a high scope of knowledge about GMO. The overall assessment of the level of knowledge concerning GMO amongst adolescents completing secondary schools did not differ according to gender, place of residence and type of school. However, significant differences were found in subgroups selected according to the type of adolescents' family of origin. Adolescents from non-agricultural families showed a higher level of knowledge about GMO, compared to those from agricultural families (Table 4) .
CONCLUSIONS
The results of the study showed that the greatest majority (70.9%) of adolescents completing secondary schools are not interested at all in the problems related with GMO. In consequence, their is not always correct and organised. Therefore, it seems that agricultural schools should prepare the future food producers for making beneficial and responsible decisions based on profound knowledge, including the knowledge concerning GMO. 
